USS 1 sSKASIZ A (A0=27)
Fl t Posgt Ongue

AT

New York, New York
Dear KASKASKIA Family:

This, our January KASKASKIAGRAM, comes to you from Cannes, France, a
beautiful resort city on the French Riviera, only a few miles from I'los ard
Monaco@.eebub mere about that 1atero' In this issue we will tell you about the
operations of KASKASKTA,,..where welve been and what we've been doing

1

is This Thing Called,e..The United States SIXTI Fleeb,,.a few facts about the

great organization: Our Meel the Department Department wherein the officers

and men of KASKASKIL are introduced to you: In the KASKASKIA Offerg Her

Congratulations Department, you'll read some of the accomplishments of the

“world's finest crew"™ and finally: The skippneris personal message to you,
3 Pr : JOU;
our family,

OPERATIONS:
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During the month of December, KASKASKIA received a well deserved rest
from her heavy operating schedule to prepare for her Mediterranean deployment .
The month started off with a “bang"! Our Commodore, Captain Miles REFO, ITI,
Commander Serviece Squadron TWO and his staff gave KASKASKIA her amual
\ Administrative/Material Inspection during the first week of December, We
received an overall grade of excellent. Even though Commodore REFO found
KASKASKTA to be in excellent shape, her inwport time was a hectically busy
period, as all hands made the final preperaticns for her deployment,

The machinery, rigging, and even electronic gadsets were given a thorough
inspection; tired parts were pulled out and replaced, and spare parts were

bought, begged and borrowed to put her in top operating condition,



Tors of supplies were beE’ht bO“”d ,utrtoes steaks, and eggs for
PP » 3 p AN egg

thas orew'!s daily fare; hardware and to ls Tor the operat io “f the mﬂchlner
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and rigging, cigaret rope, jackets; hammers, pairt, and cn and on in a

seemingly endiess streamD 1illiorpa of gallons of fuel oil were pumped aboard,

enough to make her ride tem feet lower in the water,

There were instructions, orders, regulationS‘and manuals to be read an

(@A

digested, and many reports to be mailed off, Captain Ward addreséed several
grouﬁs and made usevéf the press, te¢€v1s1vn, and ;Qil“ to gain s;gpcrt for
our 1@@? interest in theJFostér xarentS“Plgn, the‘P esi u.nL's Pecnl bPeOpﬁa
Programg and PrOJec+ Handclesp, This sumport amcluded*bo@kuy clthlng, food
and moneyvobliected by the students of the So utDSLdﬁ Jra, Eigﬂ hool of )
Jacksonville, Florida; and medical supylies from‘tne Noval Hoséital at Naval
Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida, These articles will be distributed to

those in need in the areas we plan to visite

Along with the hard work thore was time P)r rest and relaxati.n, Many
of the crew took leave during Dcccmvcri On the nights of the twenty second

and uwcnty thlrd, he ship n(d a party with gcod enbertainment provided by

(74 [ x o

the internationally famous trio, the "Three Hats" with gocd food, and good

comradeshipo i r*ac)'q bime was had bV'all On Christmas Evg,, the duty section

. -

spent the evening trﬂ,klnv a mlnlgture oleign and ei

<D

:Lt t*ny reindeer on the

radare Th cy reporteu that Lt mwdc numerous stopse

The new year was duly welcomed and the final week of cur hectic port period

arvived, At 0759 on & Ja nuxry 1965, a&l llnes were brought, aboard, and

B

(ASKASKIA was underway for her 1965 Mbdlte@Tane e deploymertt  with +he

friendly bub powerful SIXTH Flecha
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The weatherman granted usrfa ir winds and fcllowing seas on our first day
underway, which was appreciated by alle In faof, the Captain said'it was the
smoothest trip he has ever made at anytime in the Atlantic with the exception
of three rough days, 8, 9, and 10th of Janvary.

Since there were many newcomors among us,; the relétive beirings were
soon greased, the mail buoy watch was set, and athom upon fathom of water
line was issued from the bosun locker, All naqu have since met "Chﬂ“lie
Noble', our galley smokestack, bup we have yet to capture a sea batQ

We immediately began to exercise our battle efficiency muscles which had
grown flabby from lack of use, We found our Weaknesseé to be.many, but fhrough
diligent training, we were in fighting trim by the time we feoofted for duty
in the Mediterranean,

Mustaches are sprouting like mushrooms in the damp, dark woods for
competition in June. Many had anticipated growing beafds, but, to our
disappointment, boards are frowned upon in the SIXTH Fleet., The Captain says
that he doesn't count in this contest unless it's for the oldest, as he has
had a mustache for twenby three yvears,

KASKASKTA took part in an at sea operaticn. An appendect om? was performed
on a sailor from one of our escorbing destrovers, U3SS STRONG. During the‘
evening watch on the eighth, USS STRONG broadcast thgt.Seamén Jack Ra ﬁoane
would need an Emergency appendectomy in the morﬁing, ano it was deoided that
the operaticn would be performed aboard K SI’S&TA as she would provzde a more
stable platform in the rough seas, nlef Corpsman Charles R. Tidmore, BM2
James Oe Mitchell; and HM3 Michael A, Pleskoff worked through the night bfeaking
out and sterilizing various paraphanelia for the operaﬁion. The‘following

morning, the pat 1ent and Dr, John He Chikaris with HMi Aﬁbrey Lo Cruisevweré
highlined aboard KASKASKIA from the STRONG and D¢o John K, Cnvena Qh and HML

David L, Keeney were highlined from USS MANILEY., The operation was a complete



success, KASKASKIA offers her kudos to the doctors and to the corpsmen for and
outstanding job "well done.,"

On the trip over we performed twenty five successful refuelings in all kinds
of weathers With this under our belt we fecl we'lre ready to take on any Job
that might be handed us in the Mediterraneéna '

We passed through the St ralts of Gibraltar on the night of the six* .uth,

sighting the rock at about nine, There was a full moon, and t

of haze, which lent a rather mysterious air to the view, We eamed through
the strait with high, rugged, shadowy African mountains on our right hand and
and Furopean mountains on our left.

The day after we passed throughthe straits, we were joined by our sister
ship, USS SABINE (40~25), whom we relieved. We spent seversl hours taking on
fuel from her to replace the two million galldns or so that we hwd pumped off
on our way over, The next day we anchored at Cartegena, Spain, to swap
papers, material and information that we would nead in the Mediterrsnean, and
bid ar€W'17 to SABINE until we see her again in Mayport next summer,

Pty

During our turn over with the SABINE in Cartegena, a group of KAGCKASKIA

sailors headed by LCDR Weimerskirch visited the fLsilo De Las Ranb

in Cartegenas The sailors were met by the Mother -Superior and given a chort

tour of the oxpt:p ge. They were received w1f2 much ont}%si" m,bm the children,
who were girls of ll ag 65 The orphanace was presented with clothing and

o

food supplies,irom.Southside Junior High 5

o 1

hool of Jackso rville, Florida, and the
men pqsced out sweet rokls to tbﬂ children, Eve:YOne tock man; pictures

and lef+ Anxious to return during

'JhL;!S nexh - *ult to Cartegena, To
assist in painting and ramairinw art of the or@hanage, The SATINE crew had
3 (=1 > 5 {ea] = =)

previously assisted in v intlno and rcnulrLﬁg part of the orphanage, and we

would like  to continue,



After we left Cartegens, we joined USS SHASTA (AF-6) and cmnd1cbed quslng

Qur final replenishment of the

and rearming cperations on our way to

Jaunt, during which we refuled USS SARATOGA and her escorts, lasted from

6330 PoMs on ZOth until OS?O in the mornin

was poped at 1230 that afternoon, so that all hands could enjoy some rest
b 5 ©

after a hard night's fueling,

passed through the 3ura1bs of' Bonifacio, It was a

The same day, we faci
bea utlfhl and 1nprusa1ve sight, with the barren coasts of Corsica and Sardinia

each within five miles of the shipe

Oﬁr stay in Naples ﬁas brief but busy, We shifted berths th ree tlmcsﬁ
once each day, and lecaded aboard fuel and tons of frieght to be delivered in
Cannes. Busy és we wereg we still found time to‘énjoy liberty in this

colorful Ttalian porte

We departed Naples on the twenty sixth bound for Cannes, arriving at the
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French port on‘the twenty seventh, Canmnes is a
fully comblncs the ancient and the avantmgafdeo .The Yacht basin is cr"”mcd
with thousand—aollar-anfoot oats, and the adjacent beach, a*thcugh deserted
now,risrcnﬁ of the most ?opular on the Riviera, OCannes is considered to be
the besﬁ liberty port in the Mediterranean,

While cur anchor is solidly planted in ﬁhe bottom of the harbor at Cannes
and our wandcrings have teﬁporarily come Lo : ¥a¢t let us W1b0.abOD£ thé
Ttalian way of 1ife

There are‘grcwu differences of outlooky customs, and living conditions

among the Ttalian peasants, who make up the largest part of the populatione

There is the mountain dweller, who must break rocks in order %o plant a

r

small field; th prosner ous farmer of the irrigated.valleys.of Lombaréy;
the tenunt farmer who receives only a modest income in money or nvodvé
his richer céuhté flrt in Tuscany and Emiliaj; the shcpafd of Abruzéi; the
Maremﬁa'seétién;.and Sardihia, who shares the solitary and nomaéﬂc 71fe of

his flockse



Beside this varied rural way of life, there is anotler, uhaus;nj ~years
old urban civilization, We must remember tha
still divided into seven small, indepencent units, sowme of which had two

capitals. This explains the wealth of monuments, art collections, archives,

and historical libraries found throughcut Italy, and the great number cof
bishoprics (282), universities and other institutions of higher learn’

(about 10), academies, and educatiocnal centers,

In Italy there are few great factories for the mass production of
uniform goods; in fact, even such machine-made products as automcbiles: and
watches are often turned out by skilled artisans whose tale
make up for the lack of technical organization, Celebrated the worlid over
for their quality are Florentine jewelry, Venetian lace and embroidery,
Murano (Venetian) glass, leather-work and gloves, faience ware, the wooden
statuary of the Italian Alps, the marble sculpture of Florence, and the

corals of the coastal towns near Naplese
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The cities, laden with memories and monuments of antiquity, and
holding cut against the encroachment of heavy industry. are perhaps the
obvicus demonstration of the Italians strong atbachment to tradition.

The Protestant Reformation hardly tcuched Italy, and nearly the entire
populaticn belongs, at least in a formal sense, to the Roman Catholic Church.
Religicus beliefs, whether or not they are accompanied by church attendance,
have a solidifying influence on family life, Uivorce is prchibited, The
infrequency of homicide (15 cases per 1,000,000 inhabitants in 1939), suicide
(69 per 1,000,000), and death from chronic or acute alcoholism (10 per
1,000,000) bear witness to self-discipline and moral balance,

The Italian character varies considerably from one part of the country
to ancther, The Italian of the northwest is cold and reserved, accustomed

. 3
by business dealings to concentration and prudence. The central Italiang
arvicularly the Tuscan and the Umbrian, has a more open nature, and the
p g J ; & 3

southerner is highly imaginative and very much of an extrovert, witty and

exuberant in words and gesturesa



It would be an error, however, to conclude bthat the southerner is a

superficial wastrel, The people of the Naples area, for example, have
to theﬂr credit the accamplishment of hoving turned a wasteland into a
garden, bringing all the water from underground, and succeeding with gr

o

ffort in raising fi or six crops of fruit and vegetable

I)

8 & year,

There are many ancient holiday celebrations in Italy, These creat
local rivalry or bring the people together in a community effort which
usually ends with benquets of regional food and wine. In addition, sports
are popular, and a large crowd turns cut for soccer and boxing matches and
for automobile and bicycle racese

World War II changed many habits and had its effect on the spirit of
the Italian peoples Against the individualist and conservative background
we see new currents and aspirations toward a more demccratic form of
zovernement o

What is this thing called o ¢ o o ¢ The United States SIXTH Fleet

)

While in the Mediterranean, KASKASKIA will be a part of the United

!,..h

States SIXTH Fleets ~(The fleet is a potent weapon

<

n the NATO arsenal,

5

providing a large portion of the tactical air power
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and it is a powerful force. « o Combat ready and always on statione .« .
for the support of U.S, National peclicy,

As a military force, the fleet has two jobs: to fights » »if necessary,
and %o deter, If it does the second job well, it will never be called on
to do the first,

The fleet has a third job, however, and that is to be seen, and to

o5

create respect for and good wiil toward the United States, In a sense,

the job is part of deterrence, fora dieterrent, to be credible, must be
seen, must be amply publicized, and must present an image to friend and

foe alike, an image will gain respecti),



Here are some facts about the SIXTH Fleet taken from United States

SIXTH Fleet Reguletions:

o

EThe offensivebpower of the SIXTH Fleet consists of a fast carrier
task ferce, capabie of delivering conventional or nuclear weapons, and
an amphibioué force with a Marine Battalion landing team embarked. These
two forces Qre supoorted by Minecraft and a mobile logistic force, ™
function of the fleet is entirely friendly. Its exercises are designed
for‘self'eddcation and for the perfection of working relationships with
our allies In-bhe MATO! countyles,

The SIXTH Fleet is a completely ﬂou?e,-seagovnT fleet without shore
bases in ﬁhe Mediterranean, assigned to this area to carry out the follow-
ing missions:

To protect United States citizens, shipping and interests in the Med=-
iterranean,

To meet out NATO commit ments and to support the other armed forces of
the United States and our allies, either bilaterally or within the frame=
work of the NATO command structure.

To deter agression against the western world by being prepared, as
either a National or NATO force, to conduct offensive striking force
operations with nuclear or conventional weaponsa

| To conduct natiénal, bilateral, and NATO training exercises in order
to.énhance the fleets aﬁility to carry out its wartime missions and to
perfeet procedures for joint, combined, and EATO operations,

To enhance the prestige of the United States and create good will
toward ﬁﬁe United States within the countries bordering the fleet's
area of operatioﬁsg

KASKASKIA is prbud to be a part of this powerful weapon for the

preservation of peace,



MREET THE SHIP'S DEPARTMENTS:

This portion of our KASKASKIAGRAM is desizned to int roduce to yOou,
the officers and men who make up the several decopartients in th ship's
organization of the KASKASKIA. We five first billing to the Admin Ders rtment

simply because they are first alphabetically. Chack this space in subsequent

months for an introduction to Deck, Engineering, Operations, and Supp’.
Departments,
The Administrative Departr nt, under the dir ctlon of LCDR John Re we“meroklrchq
he Executive Officer, is composed of four officers and six men, The primary
responsibilities of the Executive Officer, which are carried out through the
Administrative Department, are executing the orders of the Comm 1Pg Officer

and coordinating and supervising ths pcrformance and administration of the command
as a vhole, Specifically included are matters pertaining to moreis, discipline,
training, welfare, work, exercise, safety, and the rights and privileges of

] i

individuals within the command.
The first groupin the Administrative Department are the Shipts Office
personnel who are supervised by the Shipts Sccretafj, ENS, H,C, JONES, | The

Yeoman anoPerﬂonnel man who work in the office are responsible for the pro-

c
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S5 %Dg of incoming ;n% outgoing correspondence, the forgardiné of reg-

uired reporﬁs and the maintainence of =211 service'rééordse

' These magnates of the paperworld ére: L,L.’Bannef,.PNZS leading petty officer
of the Ship's Offiéé,‘reporﬁed aboard iﬁ February 53 from San Diego, Calif,

1

his is his second trip to the Mediterranean (and last). Banner has a wife and

-3

two children living in Atlantic Beach, Fla, Banner is also a rebel,



Roger W, Loar, YN3, USN reported aboard 21 Wovember 1962 and his
pursuit in the Ship's Office is to keep his finger on the tons of mail
received by the ship annually and is also responsible for the maintenance
of the officer's service jackets, This is Loaris second cruise to the Méde
and he is enjoying it as much as his first, His pretty wife, Judi, now
resides at Maésillon, QOhioe

James R, Jeffries, PN3, hails from the:state of Georgia. After reen=
listing in September, 1963, he reported asboard the KASKASKIA for duty, Jeffries
work consists of routing typing, filing, and helping maintain 200 enlisted
service records. dJeffries is looking forward to his first trip to the
Mediterraneana

Chuck Judge, PN3, a native of Mimneapolis, Minnesota reported to the
KASKASKIA in October, 196l after serving on shore duty in Maryland. As a
member of the Ship!s Office (paper mill) Judge performs a variety of elericdl
dutieso, Reading, hunting, fishing and water skiing rank high in his outside
interests,

Julian D, Royal, SN, reported aboard the KASKASKIA in October, 196l from
Phila, Paey He lives in Orlando, Florida, with his mother and brother, Royal
is considering the Navy as a career; we hope he decides to because we can
always use good mene

LCDR John Re Weimerskirch has been Ixecubtive Officer aboard the
KASKASKIA since September, 1963¢ - Commissioned in 1952, he comes to the
NKAS" after serving aboard the USS JACKDAY (AMS=21), USS JACKOMAR (MHC=20),

USS THETIS BAY (LPH=6) and USS SOUTHERLAND (DDR=7L3).



o

Also he has served as Staff Engineer to Bureau of Naval Weapons

Representatives, Minneapolis, Mimmesoita, and =3 SUBROC Production
Manager with the Bureau of Naval Weaponse A graduate of St, Joln's
“University, he and wife Imy have four children,

Ensign Huey C. Jones serves in the Administrative Depsrtment as
Ship's Secretary., Upon receiving his commission, he reported aboard
the KASKASKIA in July, 196L. His primary billét is CIC officers. An
avid sports fen, also enjoys reading and Western movies. Has a Bei,
Degree from Millsaps College and is a bachelor.

LCDR Weimerskirch is assisted as Training Officer by LT(jg) A.R.
Walber. The function of the Training Officer is to assist in formu-
lating plans, coordinating and evaluating training in order to fac~
ilitate the educational and professicnal advancement of perscnnel of
the shipse

“The Chidef Master At Arms, GMGC DoJe Ross and his staff assist the
Exegutive Officer in enforcing regulations and maintaining good order
and discipline aboard ships.

The Legal Officer, ENS. E.A. Kurz, who is alsc the Navigator,
advises the Commanding Officer in all areas of discipline.

The Public Information Officer, LT(jgz) W.l. Barnes, is responsible
for conductihg the public relation program of the ship., He is primarily
responsible for preparing and supervising releases to media outlets.

KASKASKIA OFFERS HER CONGRATULATIONS TO:

o

Francis Je. McKenzie, Richard E, Debadts, Hugh A, Neal, Virgil T, Short,
Thecdore G, Nemic, Frederic Trowbridge, Terrence L. Gacioch, Waymon C.
Bratcher, Damny D. Bratcher, and Howard F. Bradshaw, all of whom received

High Schocl equivalent certificates through USAFI,



Johnn A, Connolly, who was

F, Pope who was advanced to Fire Control Technician and.

Gerald M, Jordan advance

Barnett R, Smith, Clarence E,

Roscoe Do Stitt, Agustus L. Wisman, Jre, and to their bri

¢ to third class Boatswain Mate,

advanced to Sighalman seeond class, Charles

Vinson, Ronnie F. King, Dcnald E, Grout,

e @

Fred and Sharron Vogel and baby daughter, Raymond and Ellen Briggs and

son, and Samuel end Martha MeCrary and baby son,

Happy birthday to the following, who had birthdays in December and

Januarys
2 EFP
Jl:lden, Rancel
Paulk, Leon
3 DEC

S e o

Eichmann, Richard

5 DEC

Mitchell, James

8 DEC

Trzeciak, Jonathan

2.
King, Ronnie

10 DEC
Story, Kelmer
Bdwards, Woodrow

11 DEC
Mayncr, Carl

12 DEC
Pullen, Claude

1l DEC
Hendrix, Dedric

16 DEC |
Terrett, Dennis

20 JAN
Kelsey, Michael
Mclemore, Ben

21 JAN
Walkowiak, Kenneth

18 DEC
Wackerman, Joseph
Wilder, William

19 DEc

Dufour, Edmond
Webberson, Henry
Williams, George

20 DEC

Rehfus, Robert

21 DEC
Short, Virgil
22 DEC

Rocks, Larry

23 DEC
Weber, Romnie

2l DEC :
Chamberlain, Alfred
Novrosky, Richard
Orr, ¥anuel

Reeves, James
3

27 DEC
Neal, Hugh

23 JA
Trosclair, Yelvin

2l JAN
Mitchell, Bobby

= Wmm

Harman, Ralph

6 JiN
Gacioch, Terrence

Logan, Bobby .

9 _JAN

- N

Colucci, Michael

10 JAN
Lag”sse Philip

15 JAN
Banner, Luther

16 JAN

e 3. e

dankln, Ronald

17 JTT
Knisbell, Arthur

19 Jay
Johnson, Chester

29 JAN
Hamiltony George



CAPT sez:
I have reserved this section to add a few words from time to time,
First let me advise that your familygram scribe is LT(jz) Bill Barmes,

who in addition to his many other duties takes time out each day to record

the material that goes into this missile.

We are all doing quite well and we are taking advantage of every
opportunity to make friends in the countries we visit,

Prior o our arrival in each port, I gather all hands before the
mast and discuss the history of the port, its people and their customs
as well as the many points of interest we can see, We also try to learn
a little of their language in order to meke friends in furtherance of the
President's People-~to=People Programe.

By and large we enjoy a good reputation amcng these fime people and
we are determined not to do anything to destroy the good image they now
have of us and of our beloved United States of America so that we are
always welcome backs

On the spiritual side, we read a prayer each evening underway.

Both Protestant and Catholic Lay services are held on Sundays in the

Wardroom and in the Crew's Mess. To keep things even the services

alternate between the two spaces., ENS H.C, Jones conducts Protestant

services and LCDR Weimerskirch conducts the Catholic services. 4 small
electric organ is used to accompany the singing of hyms. It is not
played very well but given time I*ll improve,

I wish you all continued good health and happinesse

With warmest personal regards and may God blesse

%ﬁwc/m>j/’/. Ottt

C. W. WARD
Captain,, USN



