USS KASKASKIA (A0=-27)
Fleet Post Office
New York, New York

Dear KASKASMA f“amily,

Our last KASKASKIAGRAM came to you,from Suda (or Souda or Sudha or
,Soudha, depending upon how you transllterate) Bay, Crete.' This one: ¢omes
to you from the Tyrhennlan Sea, about one hundred twenty mlles from the‘first
of May-- |

We spent two days in Suda Bay, shlftlng berths, taklng on fuel, playing
softball, and generally shaking off some of the salt we had accumulated during
our two weeks'at seas Suda's anchorage is long and deep, and weil protected
by snowcapped mquntains,’which reminded us df'SWitzerland. Near by are the
§mall city of Suda and the ancient Minoan éity of kﬁossos which is now in ruins,
but was in existenqe 3000 years befére Christs. There is an ancient mole or pier
in thg harber which was used by thé;anciént Greek tradefs, but is now undere -
waters

Fueled and rested, we split the scene as it were on the fourteenth and
arrived in Rhodes the following day. When we arrived, the wind and wﬁves
" prevented béating, and the other ships in port, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-
TWO weighed anchor to steam around to the dee of the island. Based_on the’
Port Captain's comments regarding weather and winds we stayed put. Tﬁis
proved a sound decision because just two hours after Destroyer Squadron
TWENTY~TWO* anchored on the other side of the island, the winds shifted, and
we were then in the lee of the: island, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-TWQO on the
windward side was unable to run boats. »

The following day we fueled the destroyers in the morning,_gnd returned
to énchorage at noon. Mr, Paul Fischer, the Danish Ambassador and Under

‘Secretary for Foreign Affairs to United Nations and his son, Alan, were our

guests who came aboard for lunch with the Captain,



We gave Alen a rather extensive tour of the ship while his fathew chatted with
the skippeﬁe' The Fischers apparently enjoyéd themselves: very much, and we -
were please&.to have them aboard. After the Captain and the Fischers departed,
we' settled down for some serious liberty, : ‘

- Rhodes was one of the best liberty ports we've visited, It was fu%;:efv
tourists; sun loving Swedes, Danes, English{ and Germans. The island is e
popular vacation spot with the people of the north countries (thejFisehere
were on vacation there from Denmark) for. good reasons It'is summer on tpe ‘
island nine months out of the year, it is steeped.in ancient history, the
Rhodians are-very friendly; and the seenery is dramatically stark and regged,

Nine of Rhodes' fortyeseven hotels are booked solid through November.

The erea is subject to freeuent eartequakes. Severei times in recorded
history, violent earthquakes have hit the island. The Colossus of Rhodee,'
the giant statue of Apoilo which was one of'the seven wonders of ﬁhe ancient
s My it 1ite}aiiy bit the dust in an earthquake in the tﬁird' century B.Ce
Lindos, an encient city about t’hirty—ﬁve miles from 'ehqdes , is divided into
several 1evels because of these earthquakes, The levels of'the'eity are ‘
separated by hundred foot cliffs. About flfteeﬁ miles from Rhodes is’en'v
ancient spa whlch was rebu1l£ by'the Italiaee dufihg World War II,A‘It is
called Gallethca, which means bea utlful olace, and indeed it is, w1th sheer '
cliffs dropping three hundred feet 1nto the seas The mlneral water of the
spa have remarkable purgatlve powers.v At a place gust a two mlnute's walk
(or sprint) from the fountalns which spew forth this marvelous ?1u1d, the
Ttalians, with great fore31ght end superb plannlng, built 15h water closets.

All Rhodian signs are wrltten with Greek 1etters, and to some‘of us it

appears there are certainly a lot of fratefnity houses therees



KASKASKIA'S own Chlef Tldmore was the hero of the hour when he Sped to
the resuce. of an Amerlcan girl who had contracted: pneumonla in Rhodes. .
Bouquets, kudos.and a heart-felt, well done to Chief rT'1c1m.ore. ka2 X

We thoroughly enJoyed our week of shopping, tourlng, and maklng friends
in Rhodes, in splte of the fact that thirty five of us found ourselves on the
beach. w1th no boats runnlng on our last night of llberty. we finally all got
back to the ship the follow1ng morning and we again -got to prov1d1ng the best
fueling at sea to be had in this part of the world.

Just prior to our arrlval in Rhodes a very thin. and NEARY pigeon
fluttered aboard and hav1ng found a home with the Damage Controlmen and Shlp-
fitters in fuellng central, refuses to 1eave. He has a band on hlS 1eg
indicating he comes from Malta but has 1nd1cated that the KASKASKIA is now
home, His favorlte pagtime after flying around the Jungle deck, always
returning to food and water alongside the record ﬂlaver, is to watch the
records turn and llsten to the music. The bird is deflnately a character -
a fat character, who only eats p0pcorn and acraps from the tablc. .

‘We encountered, the flrst rezlly rough Weather we had seen 1n a-monsﬁ on
the twenty second, the day we left Rhodes, I goes without saying that we were
scheduled to do some rueliﬁg on that night, The fueling:was difficelt and
dangeroﬁs, but fertunately,kshort; only a carries aﬁd two destroyers. We were
then schednled for three &ays“ﬁithout fueling, 5u£ sisce scheeules are subject
to change and since'we-had.a Suﬁday with nothing to do,vﬁe picked»up a fueiing
committmeht of six. destroyers on Sunday the tuenty flfth. The following poem

appeared in the follow1ng day 's Plan of the Day.



SUNDAY AT SEA (AO STYLE AFTER L MONTHS IN THE MED)

There is nothing quite like

it Sunday at sea

When nothing goes right
That s Sunday at sea

It 's holiday routine

: In the ship's POD

But we all know better
On Sunday at sea

The first thing to do
To start it off right
Is to pipe reveille
Before .it gets light

Then set UNREP details -
And keep them all day
For the ships alongside
Who soon go on their way

"Set the port fueling detail®
On a Sunday yet

"Set the starboard fueling detail"

. Now there's a good bet

"Now secure fueling detail®
Holiday routine at last
USet the high line detail®

Boy, these Sundays go fast

Pipe the Divine Services detail
But before they can start .

"Set the light line detail®
To get a spare part

. For exactly ten minmutes
Calm is the word

On the tactical circuits
Not one blast is heard

Go to new rendezvous station

Black smoke and white water

Make seventeen knots
Like a good A0 -oughter

"Left full rudder"

WLet 's make this ship swing
UMind your helm - shift the rudder"

Here come Admiral King

At last ail the men

Are ready as can be
Aye Robert McCarthy

Take the comnn for ne

The racket is terrible .
I start screaming too
Port zhead flank
Starboard back two

So finally we reset the watch
. Mid the gripes and the groasms
How in the hell did the XO
Wind up with four phones

I reflect on the events
That I have just seen

And wonder what happened
To our holiday routine

But out of nowhere
(At least, I can' tell)
The storm shows its fury
. The calm becomes hell.

Romeo corpen speed 12 knots

.~ "Combat = = = what's score?™
We have a new spot
. Our new station's A=four

" Reman all the phones

As fast as your able
Get 2ll your gedunk '
And untangle the phone cable

Romeo close up, both sideg? = Good -
Things don' look so bad

CVA alongside, 120 feet as she chould
Rudderts jammed left-Itvz hesz ha-

But the enemy now shows hi. ri.ght
Which adds to the fray

A DD has come in too clouse on the righ
What more can I say

I get off the bridge

With a twitch in my eye
And head for my pad

Where I swear I will die

No matter where I go
Or wherever I may be
I shall never forget an AO
Sunday at Sea,

Poet laureate = USS KASKASKIA



After a day of rest, we spent thé,whcla day of the twenty seventh at
fueling stations as the ships showed up one by one, During our consolidation
with the AUCILLA on the twenty seventh anotpef new crew member, Erasmus
Sanchez was transferred aboard. Erasmus Saﬁdhéz is a three week old chicken,
He is a rare Gre301an Petrlkoup0103 breed fround only in the northern part
of Greece. Chlcken Sanchez was unfavorably recelved by the gun boss, who
refused to share his quarters with the fowl, LT(jg) Louie Rutlahd said that
~he had been forced to move from his room by a doctor and an apwn;dectomy
‘patlent, but he'd be damned if he would be outranked by a three week old
chickens Erasmus Sanchez ended up in the Captain's cabln where the Captain
and h;s ﬁwo stewards are'spoi’ing him no end, having cénstructed an incubator
for him, : :
A On the twenty eighﬁh, we fired the guns for the firsﬁ time in pearl;

‘a year, We managed to get a few hits, but.we were close enough to the taréet
to throw rocks at 1t or knock it dowm with 2 fly swatter.

On the twenty n;nth, Commandor SIXTH Flect 1n USS SPRINGFIELD and five
destroyers came alongside for fuel. Aguln thcy came one by one, and we were
at fueling stations from dawn to dusk, _

On the thirtieth, we‘finished up the group we had started fueling on the
previous day, aﬁd spent the rest of the day cleaning up, catching up on
sunbathing, and doing the hundred and one thiﬁgs we had been.forced to let
slide becauge of the long days at replenishment stationse We have only one
major repleniégment left before we refuel atANaples oﬁ the third of May and
then visit Livorno for teﬁ déys. . . '

BOX SCORE

Month . Ships Fueled v Gallons PUmped
January , v L1 - ‘ 353316, 36?
February - i ¢ o i T s 2% 7&0 068
March 50 5 59352

P i : ol ' W 5 225 96&

TOTAL 158 185570



MEET THE OPERATIONS ﬁEPARme |

Where is our next refﬁeiin%, oﬁf‘ﬁekﬁ iibéﬁtifport, how many ships; how
fgspﬁdpAwgrhaye to go, is tﬁefeaan& mail and when are we going back to
Mﬁypqrp?fﬂThese‘éuestiqns.althoqu not easily ansﬁéred (there are always
changgé tQ,thé pperating ééhedﬁlé) are determined within the Operations
Department, e

The Operati&ns Deéértment cégsists of Signalmén-raisiqg flags, Quarter=-
masters=watching the gyro and weather, Rédarmen wi;h no radér, Corpsmen
splinting the Executive Offiéerié fractured finger, Radiomen trying to
reach ham Opefators back home, Postal Clerks looking for Mr, MbCarthy's and
Mre Kurz?! orders (they found Mr; Jennings; their Postal Ofgicer's), Ele;troni;
Technicians cliﬂbing phe radar mast to see if the éntenna is still there and
bunks provided f§r adﬁinistrative persdnnel..

KASKASKIA!'s Operations Officer is LT(jg)l"Aye" Robert M, McCarthy., LT
McCarthy was born in Shelbyville, Indiana,'bgt grew ﬁp in Tulsa, Oklahomae
He attended the Univgrsity of Missouri and was commissioned Ensign under the
regular NROTC Progrég upon graduation in June of 1962. He reported aboard
KASKASKIA in August of 1962, when he assumed duties of Communication Officer.
He served in this capacity until September 196l , when he assumed duties as
Operations Officer, .He is married to the former Clarice Stephanz of
Jacksonville, Florida. The‘McCarthys reside in Jacksonville,

Our Naﬁigator, Lf(jg) ¥Magellan® Edwardcﬁ. Kugz is from Angola, New York.
He attended Jamestown Communitj College at Jémestown, New York, and the -
University of Kentucky, graduating in June of 1963, He jo%?ed*thé Naval
Reserve in November 1962, and waé "commissioned Engﬁgn afte; attending Roncone:
training at Newport, R.I,, in August 1963, He reported aboard KASKASKIA
in November.1963, after graduvation from U, S, Naval Justice School, Neowport,

R.I.

S,
T



KASKASkiA'a Assistaﬁt Navigator is Ensign Alan T. Sachtleben of
Mbntclalr, New Jérsey. 4 196l graduate of Wiﬁ‘iams College, Wiiliamstowhgbmass,
: En31gn Sachtleben was comm1551oned En51gn through the ROC Progrdm. He feported\
\g'\aboard the KASKASKIA in July 196&. y
. Ensign Patrick F Jennlngs, Jr., of Scranton, Pennsylvanla is KASKASKIA s
Communications Officer. He is a 1963 graduate of the University of Scranton.

He was cormissioned Ensign after graduation from OCS in February 196l, and re~
ported ccuard KASKASKIA after graduation from Communication School, Newport,
ol ‘ '

The.Leading Chief of Operations Department is Master Chief Radioman
Delone C. Gausa, Chief Gause reported on board KASKASKIA 27 July 196l from
Cormander Fleet Air Wing ELEVEN at NAS, Jacksonville, Florida, His wife, Ruath
and four children reside in North Chhrlesﬁon, SeCe Chicf Gause and Joseph
wackerman, RM3 are the ham operators aboard the KASKASKTA. They spend many
- of their off duty hours making connection with ham operatérs in the states
enabling many of kASKASKIA's men to talk with their loved ones.

KASKASKIA's Leading Signalman is Chief Charles R, Crawford, Chief
Crewford has tr3n on aboard KASKASKTA since 22 October 1962, Prior to that time
he 3pé£+ tare ‘and ona'half years on shore duty at Charleston, S.J.

The Leading Quartermaster on board is Loisil C, Baker, QMl, Baker reported
to KASKASKIA for duty on It J:uary 1963 from NAS, Pcncocola, Florida. Baker has
been plottiry courses f » scveral years therefore hc w.ll undorhtedly return
us safe and sound to Mavport.

Robert Le "Jackie Gleason® Hunter,RM2 reported to KASKASKIA 16 July 196l
from USS ALSTEDE (AF-.8) at Norfolk, Vo, When Hunter is cn i:uoh hn movers

the work area of two mene



The Leadlng Electronics Technlclan on board KASKASVIA is Kenrlck "J“
Colv1n, ETN2, Colvin reported to KASKASKIA 217 Marcb 1965, at. Brlndlslf Italy
from Asmara, Ethiopiae Colv1n's wife, Ji unnle, resides in Orange Park!
Florida. Authorlty was recently recelved from Colv1n s last uty statlon
for advancement to ET1 effectlve 16 May 1965. Cur heartlest congratulatlonsl
‘ John A.‘Coppolly, SM2 reported to KASKASKIA 5 October 196l from USS

“JAMESTOWN (AG-i66) at‘Norfolk, Vae Cénnolly and hisfwifé, Carolyne and son
residé in Jacstnville_Beach,~F10rida.' ' V
Chief Charles R, Tidmore is the Leading Hospital Corpsman on board,
Chief'Tidmore.reported to KASKASKIA on ié'NOVEmber 1963 from Camp Lejeune,
ﬁ,C, Chief Tidmoré’s wife, Lou and two children reside in Jacksonville,
“;N~Cf~_n _‘ | ; A . .
':Chief Raymond‘ﬁ. Zeéers, h?s served'on the KASKASKIA since 5 December
1261; Chief Z%gers, wife, Elsie and daughter reside in Jacksonville, Florida.
: We bidvfarewéll to the following.persanel who have -completed their
tours ab&érd KASKASKIA.and we wish them good‘luck at their next duty stations,

~ be they CIVLANT or Navy.

Zegers, Raymond , RMC : Barnes, James, SN .
Mallinax; ray R. EMC ; Fuller, James, FN
Williams, L, M¥2 ‘ ;  Hamilton, George W,, FN
Piwtral, Fretrije, VM3

A Poart 7 welcome to Heinzel, Rolf and Goerge, Johnnic who reported
a board "tia FASKASLTIA in Lpily

KAq“u,wL;(ln

——— Ry Sl 3 ¥ e M TR

“ur copgentulabions Lo the following personnel who had birthdays during

;L

the montl. of Lnril, -

Ac 7 April Plamann, Cerald F, 10 April
& L April Reidk, Kennsth it. 23 April
30 17 April Strickland, Cec:L T, 6 April
e G 3 April Tidmore, Charles R, 30 April
ore, Soin dy 5 April Vanlandingham, Jemes W, 18 April
Garceau, Bruce S, 10 April Vannoy, Robert R, 11 April

Keel, Ronald Ja 20 April Wright, Norman I, 29 April



“The following was considered one of our most effective sermons and is
included so that you too can benefit from it:

~ DIVINE SERVICE OF 25 APRIL 1965

"The More Excellent Wéy" 1
Eng 11,0, Jones = Lay Leader

(Note: Tocbbaii & fuller meaning, it is important that the 13th Chapter of
I Corinthians be read,) i et :

T weuld like to aék jﬁu the following questions: Of what significance
is‘religion,in.youg-life?> Do you feel your feligion? Do you feel yqﬁf
religion every week whén éerhaps you attend Sunday School or a church service?
Do-yeunlfeel your religion everyday when our evening prayer is read?‘ Are thése
the only times wheﬁ‘you_feel your reiigioﬁ? Or do you feel it when some
grave_dangerzis‘eminent, and your life may be in peril? Or do you'feeliit_
when you have. just passed a tragic experiencé, and your heart is filled with
grief and sorrow? ﬁgvebyou eﬁe; felt it when a friend of yours has béen blessed
with goed fortune. ;Do y@u féeliit when your own life is merry and gay, and
everything seems to be ggihg your ﬁay? Do you ever think of God then?

Perhops everyone of us here this morhing is searching for some indication
or soms gign that Qhria;ﬁnniiﬁ ha; touched our lives, This passage from
. Paul®s fivst Jetter to the church he established in Corinth provides us with
an answer; if we wumid écmﬁéﬁe dur 1i§es to the virtures of love that he
mentionsa '

< (1) Love always figds time to be patient and kind, noc matter what insults
&re'met.l‘ | 7
‘ (2) Love isrnot boastful ﬁor does it become jealous, regardless of how
much betler offvanother pérsén may‘seem to bes

(3) Love always<extends'qdurteéy and consideration to alle It never

.

wishes harm to another,



(L) Love does not demand its own way. It responds cordially when the
crowd has rejected its suggestione It does not sulk when someone else is
elected captain of the teams A

(5) Love does not lose its‘temper or become angryse

(6) When love finds others in difficulty, it does not rejoice, even when
its own burden is heavy, :

(7) Love can face disappointment without feeling sorry for itself,

(8) Love seeks and belieﬁes the best in all cases and does not seek the
faults ﬁﬁich may be near by e

>(9) Love kindies hope when all efforts seem futile., You can compare

gour 1o wiﬁh the p;innipWGS of Christian love as described by Paul and’geg
a nore nccugate measﬁ%evof your spirituai strength, than by proclaiming
yoﬁréeif 25 cne who "has faithM

| In wriking his lettor £o the Cbrinthians, Paul was trying to urge those
eérly Cbrisﬁiané towsrd the more excellent way, the way of loves
Let Us Preve
1l The iﬁterméti@n Lesson Annual - 1963, Horace R Weaber and Roy Le Smith,
pp» 358363, lblngfl,on Press, 1962, Nashvilles

CAPTATN SRy
=

£rd so another busy month has rapidly slid intoc history and we find
ourselves rendezvousing at 0230 on the first of May with the SIXTH Fleet
bras;, Admiral Ellis with his group and our own Commander Service Force
‘SIXTH Fleet boss, Cartain Caspari with his group. Wz haven't seen so many
ships iﬁ 5ne large formation since World War II, Tt is a stiring sight and

»

gives you a feeling deep down that here is security.



In fact, in talking with the peoples of the Mediterranean as well as
our own feliow countrymen they all say that just knowing the SIXTH Fleet is
on hand gives them a feeling of sccuritys,

" .

From timévﬁpytime I have encouraged my officers and men to submit their

L]

ideas or comments for improvement of our operations, tactics and techniques
because it is from them that bgéf improvements have originatéd. Iam
currently preparing aﬂleﬁter of commendation fof Bruce S, Garceau, BM3, who
conceived and designed'a new device for our refueling that has saved as mich
as 30 minutés for shifting rigs éﬁd in.addition has provided over a 200 per
Bk safety factor while doing so.. I am passing the plans for this new device
SRR bo hlgher authorlty for use on all U.S Navy oilers giving Bruce full
KoEash . G. I. Willlams, SFPFN will receive a letter of appreciation for his
aasistanee to Garceau in cowqtructlng this new device,

Wo ‘ave vary prowd of Ciccesy and Williams and exbtend o them hearty
congravulstions and a mich dogervad Ywell done,%

Since the last fami?v;ram the‘KASKASKIA has continued to excel and while

we are not s2ying this in a bragging wayy or to boust, we do want you to

shave in the joy we exporienced vhen we received the following messages:

IXTY-THREE .

DNCTASSTHED

Todny?s cubstanding pcrformﬂnca by KASKASKIA w=g the hest example

of all-zvound refvelin: extcllence that SAR: A har -bserved since joine

ing STX"% Pleet 1ewst Uocemhcr, Hook up ari o .akaw., condition of

rlgQ pittiges, punpins pate.sa o percentar s ©f c=ted pumping rate and
Lity of fuel were 2ll oulcsbanding, Well Done.




Froms COMSERVFORSTXTHFLT selifesd ub. 7
‘Tow- . USS KASKASKIA = _ ISR SR R

UNCIASSIFIED |

I am much impressed and very pleased with the recent performance of

KASKASKTA ‘as indicated in Commander Task Group messages. Keep up

" the good worke :

We.shall continue to do our very best and them a bit 5etter.

And now to the thank you for your letters department:
Tq;Mrd-anﬁ Mrse. Don and narion Tranter of Buffalo, N,Y., whose son Robert.
is,currentxy working out an appreﬁticeship in the Chief Petty Officer's
ovarters; Mrse Victoria Marders of Batac, Ilocas Note, Philippine Islands =
.tor son John is»cne~of the hardest working;men in the officers couhtry and is ;
11 though of by all the officers and menj Col. and Mras Te P. Wojcik, CeOs
liarine Barracks Boston Naval Shipyard and a former shipmate ofsmine; LCDR
Mat Wojacki of Manchester, NeHe and. Bob Shea, BMC of Manchester, NeHes, both
former shipmates now retired and living in the same townj Mrs. M. Greska

of Chicago, Illinois, this is the second letter from Mrs, Greaska; CDR and Mrse.

Charles iiacle of Washington, D.C.3 CAPT and Mrs. Ken Smith of Needham, Mass,,

CAFT. {-2itin Lz the chief pilot at the Boston Naval Shipyard and one of the best.
on Ghs Last aoasls Vi, and Mrs, Lester Pope of Trenfion, N.Je3 and to the
memberz . o 12 0ily and relatives whose letters I look forward to daily and

whose letters mean 30 very mnch;
Letters are one of - if not the biggest moiale booster for your men oversea,
The receipt cf just a short one page letter letting us know you are okay and
" letting us know you care, will <o more for our morale than anything short
 of being home with youe As I ki 77 thié hglds true for you too, I encourage g

your men to write to you and to the best of my knowledge they are writing,



However, if they are not writing, please "rat" on them to me and you can
be sure I'll discuss it personally with them and you'll soon be in receipt
of a letter, 0.K?

That just about ties this one upe We have one more "gram" to mail
at Rota, Spain on the 29th of May, the day we depart for home, You can
expect us in Mayport sometime on 8 Junes We'lre hoping to be early but we
don't know what the weather will be like or what contingencies may arise in
the interim,

With warm personal regards and God Bless.

Chantiy 20 Dt b nnt

Charles W, WARD
CAPT’ UsSs Navy



